Document 1 


From: s 22(1)(a)(ii) 

To: 

Subject: Re: Karzai/Afghanistan [SEC=UNCLASSI FIED] 
Date: Tuesday, 4 September 2012 10:00:52 PM 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


Thanks - will register 


Principal Aaviser 
Senator The Hon Bob Carr 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Canberra 


From: 22a (mailto SEMEN opm gov.au] 
Sent: Tuesday, S 4, 2012 09:00 PM 

To: sizalantalde< BEE) criotence gov aus: 

Cc: Klugman, Kathy <kathy.Klugman@pmc.gov.au> 
Subject: Karzai/Afghanistan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Had a quick chat to Paul Foley tonight. 


Our points on the Karzai statement have registered firmly and clearly. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


From: 

To: Watson, Lucinda 

Subject: FW: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian operation in 
Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 

Date: Monday, 3 September 2012 12:12:59 PM 

Attachments: image001. jpg 


120903 TP Insider Attacks V3 Response to Palace Statement Condemning SF Partnered Ops. DOCX 


Please add to the file. 


Senior Adviser 

Defence Policy and Operations 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Ph: 


sackbery o 


From: Sadleir, Richard 

Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 10:58 AM 

To: j 

Subject: FW: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian 
operation in Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


From: 
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 10:14 AM 
To: Klugman, Kathy; Sadleir, Richard 
Cc: 

Subject: FW: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian 
operation in Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


From: SEAGE] maito: JAE oafat.gov.aul 
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 10:11 AM 
Cc: ; EEO pmc.gov.au 


Subject: FW: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian 
operation in Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


From: 
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 9:49 AM 
To: dfat.gov.au; Mcintyre, Sophia; 


; Foley, Paul; Merrill, J on; s22(1)(a)(ii)  ; 


Subject: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian 
operation in Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSIFI ED] 


Colleagues 


TPs OO the Australian partnered operation in Uruzgan 


Document 2 


province on 31 Aug. 


[2] MEDIA TALKING POINTS 


Subject: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian operation in Uruzgan 


Date/Version: 3 September 2012 / Version 1 


Talking Points 


The Australian Government is deeply disappointed at the statement by the Afghan 
Government on 1 September 


- the statement is factually incorrect in claiming that the 31 August operation to 
capture those responsible for the deadly attacks on Australian Defence Force 
personnel last week was not approved by Afghan provincial authorities and 
that it was not fully partnered with Afghan forces. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the 


timing and content of the Afghan Government statement with the Afghan authorities 
o 


- the Commander of ISAF [General Allen] has also made similar points directly 
to the Afghan Government. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces 
in Uruzgan on the night of 31 August 


- it was approved in advance by Uruzgan’s Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief 


- consistent with normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF 


- 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part. 


ISAF issued a statement in support of the operation 


- The ISAF statement notes that the successful operation was fully planned and 
executed with Afghan partners. 


ISAF issued an additional press release [2 September] indicating that an insurgent 


leader detained in this operation was an IED emplacer and was previously involved 
in kidnapping, murder and attacks on Afghan National Security Forces 


Background (not for public use) 


Approval 


Author , SMD/PAB/AFD, ee 
Cleared by Jon Merrill, AS PAB, x2074 


Consultation Post, INT 


Document 3 


From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian operation in 
Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 

Date: Monday, 3 September 2012 10:30:27 AM 

Attachments: image001.jpq 


120903 _TP_Insider Attacks _V3_Response to Palace Statement Condemning SF Partnered Ops. DOCX 


For my folder for the AfPak meeting. 


From: S222()(@)G) mailto: SAEI @dfat.gov.au] 


Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 10:11 AM 


J] : Afghanistan: Media alking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian 
Aon in Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Sent: Monday, ember 2012 9:49 AM 

To: S220) E Mlllladfat.cov.au; Mcintyre, Sophia; 

Subject: Afghanistan: Media Talking Points: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian 
operation in Uruzgan [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Colleagues 


TPs o ë ON the Australian partnered operation in Uruzgan 


province on 31 Aug. 


[2] MEDIA TALKING POINTS 


Subject: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian operation in Uruzgan 


Date/Version: 3 September 2012 / Version 1 


Talking Points 


The Australian Government is deeply disappointed at the statement by the Afghan 
Government on 1 September 


- the statement is factually incorrect in claiming that the 31 August operation to 
capture those responsible for the deadly attacks on Australian Defence Force 
personnel last week was not approved by Afghan provincial authorities and 
that it was not fully partnered with Afghan forces. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the 


timing and content of the Afghan Government statement with the Afghan authorities 
ae 


- the Commander of ISAF [General Allen] has also made similar points directly 
to the Afghan Government. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces 
in Uruzgan on the night of 31 August 


- it was approved in advance by Uruzgan’s Provincial Governor and Police Chief 
- consistent with normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF 


- 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part. 


ISAF issued a statement in support of the operation 


- The ISAF statement notes that the successful operation was fully planned and 
executed with Afghan partners. 


ISAF issued an additional press release [2 September] indicating that an insurgent 


leader detained in this operation was an IED emplacer and was previously involved 
in kidnapping, murder and attacks on Afghan National Security Forces 


Background (not for public use) 


Approval 


SHEYPABTAF ND 
Cleared by Jon Merrill, AS PAB, x2074 


Consultation | Post, INT 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


* Australian Government MEDIA TALKING POINTS 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 


Subject: Afghan Government condemnation of Australian operation in Uruzgan 
Date/Version: 3 September 2012 / Version 1 


Talking Points 


The Australian Government is deeply disappointed at the statement by the Afghan 

Government on 1 September 

— the statement is factually incorrect in claiming that the 31 August operation to capture 
those responsible for the deadly attacks on Australian Defence Force personnel last 
week was not approved by Afghan provincial authorities and that it was not fully 
partnered with Afghan forces. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the timing and 
content of the Afghan Government statement with the Afghan authorities 
) 


— the Commander of ISAF [General Allen] has also made similar points directly to the 
Afghan Government. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces in 
Uruzgan on the night of 31 August 

— it was approved in advance by Uruzgan’s Provincial Governor and Police Chief 
— consistent with normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF 

— 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part. 


ISAF issued a statement in support of the operation 
— The ISAF statement notes that the successful operation was fully planned and executed 
with Afghan partners. 


ISAF issued an additional press release [2 September] indicating that an insurgent leader 

detained in this operation was an IED emplacer and was previously involved in kidnapping, 

murder and attacks on Afghan National Security Forces 

— at the time of his capture, the insurgent leader was attempting to support and move 
Sergeant Hekmatullah [alleged shooter of three ADF soldiers]. 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Author SMD/PAB/AFD, 


Cleared by Jon Merrill, AS PAB, x2074 
Post, INT 


Document 4 


From: Paul Foley 

To: 

Cc: Klugman, Kathy; Sadleir, Richard 

Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI Fl ED] 
Date: Monday, 3 September 2012 1:50:29 PM 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


Thanks richard 


From: [mailto pm.gov.au] 
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 01:38 PM 

To: Foley, Paul; 
Cc: Klugman, Kathy <kathy.Klugman@pmc.gov.au>; Sadleir, Richard 

<Richard. Sadleir@pmc.gov.au> 

Subject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Paul 


On the incident, PM said simply “it was authorised, was partnered and was done in accordance 
with our ROE”. 


From: Foley, Paul [mailto: Paul.Foley@dfat.gov.au] 
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 12: 


Cc: Jon Merrill; ; Gillian Bird; 
Merrifield, Simon; Klugman, Kathy; 
Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SE 


@defence.gov.au'; Media; 


MERE ocecfence gov.au! 
= SI FIED] 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


keen to get transcripts of midef remarks and anything pm says at press club asap to engage with 
as expect media reports will be more lurid 


From: Foley, Paul 
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 12:35 AM 
IM.QOV.au>; 

Bird, Gillian; ; @defence.gov.au' 
defence.gov.au>; Media; Merrifield, Simon; 
defence.gov.au>; Klugman, Kath <kathy. Klugman@pmc.gov.au>; BEZES 
defence. Gov au efen. cov au~ 
Subject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FIED] 


The TPs have been updated as requested below. There is an accompanying cable coming. 


Paul 


Talking Points 


The statement is wrong in claiming that the operation was not approved by Afghan 
provincial authorities or that it was not fully partnered with Afghan forces. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces 
in Uruzgan on the night of 31 August as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected 
killer of three Australian soldiers. 


- 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part 
Consistent with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF the 
operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 


Chief. 


An ISAF statement on the operation contradicts the statement and notes that the 
successful operation was fully planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the 


timing and content of the statement with the Afghan authorities EE | 
suai) 


COMISAF has also made similar points to the Afghan Government 


If asked: Casualties in the operation 


In the operation two people were killed and 12 detained, one of whom is known to 
be an insurgent facilitator 


- of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 


- Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s 
respectively. 


While any loss of life is regrettable, both men were known insurgents taking direct 
part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance with their 
rules of engagement. 


ISAF has noted that the operation captured an insurgent leader confirmed to be an 
IED emplacer and involved the kidnapping and murder of Afghan citizens. He was 
also attempting to support and move the ‘insider threat' shooter who killed the three 
Australian soldiers on 29 august. 


If asked: Why does the Afghan Government deny that it approved the operation? 


e That question should be directed to the Afghan Government. 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador 


Australian Embassy, Kabul 
Mobile: SZAGA iin 


Personal Assistant s 22(1)(a)(ii) 


From: 
Sent: Sunday, 2 September 2012 11:54 AM 
To: Foley, Paul; 
Cc: Merrill, J on; 
Merrifield, Simon; 


defence.gov.au'; Media; 
@defence.gov.au' 


; Bird, Gillian; 
Klugman, Kathy; 


Thnks Paul. Can you also send updated talking points at the end of your day. 


Ta 


Snan 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


From: Foley, Paul [m 


derence.gov.a la< A 
Merrifield, Simon <Simon.M Id | kiam n, Kathy; SAAE 
SZENEN fat. o0v.2u>; sada” a) -rT 
Subject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr C=UNCLASSI FIED] 


PF 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador 


Australian Embassy, Kabul 
Mobile: SAAGI (e d em 
Personal Assistant SZA 


From SG (s20 a 
Sent: Sunday, 2 Septem 
To: Foley, Paul; SZAMAN s 22(1)(a)(ii) 

Cc: Merrill, J on; ; Bird, Gillian; PUSON SAE @defence. gov.au'; Media; 
Merrifield, Simon; 


| Klug man, Kat 
Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Ada feces Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Paul 


The PM is not doing any media today but she has a press club engagement tomorrow (Monday) 
at lunchtime and has asked to be fully updated in the morning. 


Peta 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


From: Foley, Paul 

Sent: Sunday, Septe 
To: 
Cc: Jon Merrill; 


See a defence. gov. au) defence.gov.au>; Media 


<media@dfat.gov.au>; Merrifield, Simon <Simon.Merrifield@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FIED] 


Below are suggested points for the Minister on this for media. We have worked up with the 
ADF in theatre. 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador Kabul 


President Karzai’s press statement condemning an operation by Australian troops 
Talking Points 


Australian Special Forces undertook a joint operation with Afghan forces in Uruzgan on 
the night of 1 September as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected killer of three 
Australian soldiers. 

In line with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF on special operations 
the operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief. 

The statement from the Palace is wrong in its claim that the operation was not approved by 
Afghan provincial authorities, or the implication that it was not partnered with Afghan 
forces. 

The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment on the statement to 
the Afghan authorities (Ea 

ISAF has refuted the statement in very strong terms in its own release - noting the 
operation was fully partnered, planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


If asked: Casualties in the operations 


Confirm that as part of this operation, two people were killed and 12 detained, one of 
whom is known to be an insurgent facilitator 

of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 

Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s respectively. 
While any loss of life is regrettable, I understand both men were known insurgents. Both 
were taking direct part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance 
with their rules of engagement. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


Document 5 


From: s 22(1)(a)(ii) 
To: ;522(1)(a) s 22(1)(a)(ii) | 


Cc: S > i 
Subject RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 
Date: Monday, 3 September 2012 1:38:52 PM 


Paul 


On the incident, PM said simply “it was authorised, was partnered and was done in accordance 


with our ROE”. 


From: Foley, Paul [mailto: Paul.Foley@dfat.gov.au] 


Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 12:12 PM 
To: $ 220) S 2200 
y 


@defence.gov.au'; Media; 
@defence.gov.au' 
SI FIED] 


Cc: Jon Merrill; : Gillian 
Merrifield, Simon; 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


keen to get transcripts of midef remarks and anything pm says at press club asap to engage with 
aa: expect media reports will be more lurid 


From: Foley, Paul 


Se ember. 2012 12:35 AM 
To »pm.gov.au>; Saage. 
Cc: Merrill, Jon; Bird, Gillian; pe UOT @defence. gov. au' 
i j I>; Media; Merrifield, Simon; 
u>; Klugman, Kathy < ! À >; s 22(1)(a)(ii) 


@defence.gov au lef j > 
arzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


The TPs have been updated as requested below. There is an accompanying cable coming. 


Paul 


Talking Points 


The statement is wrong in claiming that the operation was not approved by Afghan 
provincial authorities or that it was not fully partnered with Afghan forces. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces 
in Uruzgan on the night of 31 August as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected 
killer of three Australian soldiers. 


- 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part 


Consistent with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF the 


operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief. 


An ISAF statement on the operation contradicts the statement and notes that the 
successful operation was fully planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the 


timing and content of the statement with the Afghan authorities (SEC S| 
e ana PER oh 


COMISAF has also made similar points to the Afghan Government 


If asked: Casualties in the operation 


In the operation two people were killed and 12 detained, one of whom is known to 
be an insurgent facilitator 


- of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 


- Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s 
respectively. 


While any loss of life is regrettable, both men were known insurgents taking direct 
part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance with their 


rules of engagement. 


ISAF has noted that the operation captured an insurgent leader confirmed to be an 


IED emplacer and involved the kidnapping and murder of Afghan citizens. He was 
also attempting to support and move the ‘insider threat’ shooter who killed the three 
Australian soldiers on 29 august. 


If asked: Why does the Afghan Government deny that it approved the operation? 


e That question should be directed to the Afghan Government. 


Paul Foley 

Ambassador 

Australian Embassy, Kabul 
Mobile: 


Personal Assistant SZAMAN] 


From: 
Sent: Sunday, 2 
To: Foley, Paul; 
Cc: Merrill, Jon Bird, Gillian 


tember 201 
s 22(1)(a)(ii) 
ill, J on; ird, Gillian; @defence.gov.au'; Media; 
ifield, Simon; Klugman, Kathy; ; @defence.gov.au' 
Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points tor Minister Carr =UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Merrifield, Simon 


Thnks Paul. Can you also send updated talking points at the end of your day. 


Ta 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


From: Foley, Paul 

Sent: Sunday, Septe 
To: 
Cc: Jon Merrill; 


mber v 2012 05:00 PM 


; Gillian Bird; 
ceed nce. gov. au! 
rritield, Simon < =s B20 E Kathy | 


" a E Ec: Criticism of ova > sal Ee Points for ov.au a | ja =UNCLASSI FI EDI 


PF 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador 
Australian Embassy, Kabul 


Mobile: 
Personal Assistan 


From: S 22(1)(a)(ii) 
Sent: Sunday, 2 
To: Foley, Paul; 
Cc: Merrill, J on; 
Merrifield, Simon; 


September ESET 3:21 AM 


iian; 
[kioman Kathy 


; PAE defence. gov.au': Media; 


Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Paul 


The PM is not doing any media today but she has a press club engagement tomorrow (Monday) 
at lunchtime and has asked to be fully updated in the morning. 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


From: Foley, Paul 


ar 
A 
Q 
æ) 
= 
(o) 
3 
J. 
a 


errifield, i: < 


feb 220) SENE 02, 2012 05:23 AM 
ORE l 


> 


>; 


>: Media 


TEF T 
Subject FW. Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister or [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Below are suggested points for the Minister on this for media. We have worked up with the 


ADF in theatre. 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador Kabul 


President Karzai’s press statement condemning an operation by Australian troops 
Talking Points 


Australian Special Forces undertook a joint operation with Afghan forces in Uruzgan on 
the night of 1 September as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected killer of three 
Australian soldiers. 

In line with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF on special operations 
the operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief. 

The statement from the Palace is wrong in its claim that the operation was not approved by 
Afghan provincial authorities, or the implication that it was not partnered with Afghan 
forces. 

The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment on the statement to 
the Afghan authorities 

ISAF has refuted the statement in very strong terms in its own release - noting the 
operation was fully partnered, planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


If asked: Casualties in the operations 


Confirm that as part of this operation, two people were killed and 12 detained, one of 
whom is known to be an insurgent facilitator 

of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 

Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s respectively. 
While any loss of life is regrettable, I understand both men were known insurgents. Both 
were taking direct part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance 
with their rules of engagement. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


Document 6 


From: 

To: 

Cc: defence.gov.au"; Media; Merrifield 
simon ceience.cov au"; Saagi); SAACAN 

Subject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 

Date: Monday, 3 September 2012 1:11:45 PM 

Paul 


We’ll get you PM transcript as soon as it comes. 


kathy 


From: Foley, Paul [mailto: Paul.Foley@dfat.gov.au] 
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 12:12 PM 


H ; ; Gillian Bird; ; @defence.gov.au'; Media; 
Merrifield, Simon; Klugman, y; ; WERE ocefence.gov.au 
Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC= SI FIED] 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


keen to get transcripts of midef remarks and anything pm says at press club asap to engage with 
as expect media reports will be more lurid 


From: Foley, Paul 
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 12:35 AM 


To: ov.au>; S22 G2) 


m. $22(1)(a)(ii) 
Cc: Merrill, J on; : Bird, Gillian; ieee UP @defence. gov. au' 
@defence.gov.au>; Media; Merrifield, Simon; 
defence.gov.au>; Klugman, Kathy <kathy.Klugman@pmc.gov.au>; s 22(1)(a)(ii) 


defence. gov.au' MIE Scefence.cov.au- 
lan forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


rzai Criticism of Au 


The TPs have been updated as requested below. There is an accompanying cable coming. 


Paul 


Talking Points 


The statement is wrong in claiming that the operation was not approved by Afghan 
provincial authorities or that it was not fully partnered with Afghan forces. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces 


in Uruzgan on the night of 31 August as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected 
killer of three Australian soldiers. 


- 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part 


Consistent with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF the 


operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief. 


An ISAF statement on the operation contradicts the statement and notes that the 
successful operation was fully planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the 


timing and content of the statement with the Afghan authorities (EC | 
PERE (Ulan bea fem ae 


COMISAF has also made similar points to the Afghan Government 


If asked: Casualties in the operation 


In the operation two people were killed and 12 detained, one of whom is known to 
be an insurgent facilitator 


- of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 


- Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s 
respectively. 


While any loss of life is regrettable, both men were known insurgents taking direct 


part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance with their 
rules of engagement. 


ISAF has noted that the operation captured an insurgent leader confirmed to be an 
IED emplacer and involved the kidnapping and murder of Afghan citizens. He was 
also attempting to support and move the ‘insider threat’ shooter who killed the three 
Australian soldiers on 29 august. 


If asked: Why does the Afghan Government deny that it approved the operation? 


e That question should be directed to the Afghan Government. 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador 


Australian Embassy, Kabul 
Mobile: SZZ 
Personal Assistant s22(1)(a)(ii) 


From: B22(0)@)() 5955220) 2) oom.gov.aul 
Sent: Sunday, 


2 September 2012 11:54 AM 
To: Foley, Pau. SALMA 


Cc: Merrill, Jon Bird, Gillian 


s 22(1)(a)(ii) | 
: ill, J on; ; Bird, Gillian; ; defence.gov.au'; Media; 
ifield, Simon; Klugman, Kathy; @defence.gov.au' 
Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr =UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Merrifield, Simon 


Thnks Paul. Can you also send updated talking points at the end of your day. 


Ta 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


Bs Foley, Paul [ mailto: Paul. Foley@dfat.gov.aul 


ro SANGA s Zai 02, 2012 05:00 PM 
FEES g illian Bird; @dfat.gov.au>; 
Siam nce.gov.au' ( IOV. aU edia <media@dfat. a ai 


Merrifield, Simon <Simon.Merrifield@dfat.gov.au>; Klugman, Kathy; 


dfat.gov.au>; : Peale @defence.gov.au 1@defence.gov.au> 
ralan forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Subject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Aus 


PF 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador 
Australian Embassy, Kabul 


Mobile: S2(0)(@)(i) 
Personal Assistant S222(0)(@) GDM 


From: m.gov.au 


Sent: Sunday, 2 September 2012 3:21 AM 
To: Foley, Paul; 


Cc: Merrill, J on; Bird, Gillian; Sea) adefence.gov.au': Media; 
Merrifield, Simon; Klugman, Kathy 


Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Paul 


The PM is not doing any media today but she has a press club engagement tomorrow (Monday) 
at lunchtime and has asked to be fully updated in the morning. 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


Aes Foley, Paul [mailto: Paul. Foley@dfat.gov.aul 


tember 02, 2012 05:23 AM 
dfat.gov.au>; Peat 


A ov.au) defence.gov.au>; Media 


<media@dfat.gov.au>; Merrifield, Simon <Simon.Merrifield@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Below are suggested points for the Minister on this for media. We have worked up with the 
ADF in theatre. 


dfat.qov.au> 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador Kabul 


President Karzai’s press statement condemning an operation by Australian troops 
Talking Points 


Australian Special Forces undertook a joint operation with Afghan forces in Uruzgan on 


the night of 1 September as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected killer of three 
Australian soldiers. 

In line with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF on special operations 
the operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief. 

The statement from the Palace is wrong in its claim that the operation was not approved by 
Afghan provincial authorities, or the implication that it was not partnered with Afghan 
forces. 

The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment on the statement to 
the Afghan authorities 

ISAF has refuted the statement in very strong terms in its own release - noting the 
operation was fully partnered, planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


If asked: Casualties in the operations 


Confirm that as part of this operation, two people were killed and 12 detained, one of 
whom is known to be an insurgent facilitator 

of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 

Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s respectively. 
While any loss of life is regrettable, I understand both men were known insurgents. Both 
were taking direct part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance 
with their rules of engagement. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


Document 7 


From: Paul Foley 

Cc: on Merrill; Gillian Bird; defence.gov.au"; Media; Merrifield 
Simon; eee Kathy, 5I22( 1a) ia efence.gov.au" 

Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI Fl ED] 


Date: Monday, 3 September 2012 12:11:59 PM 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


keen to get transcripts of midef remarks and anything pm says at press club asap to engage with 
s expect media reports will be more lurid 


From: Foley, Paul 
Sent: Monday, Septe 12:35 AM 


; Bird, Gillian; 
@defence.gov.au>; Media; Merrifield, Simon; S220 

defence.gov.au>; Klugman, Kathy <kathy.Klugman@pmc.gov.au>; S220) 
'S22@a)i@defence.gov.au' <I Scefence. gov au> 
Subject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Talking Points [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


The TPs have been updated as requested below. There is an accompanying cable coming. 


Paul 


Talking Points 


The statement is wrong in claiming that the operation was not approved by Afghan 
provincial authorities or that it was not fully partnered with Afghan forces. 


Australian Special Forces undertook a fully partnered operation with Afghan forces 


in Uruzgan on the night of 31 August as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected 
killer of three Australian soldiers. 


- 60 ADF and 81 Afghan security force members took part 
Consistent with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF the 
operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 


Chief. 


An ISAF statement on the operation contradicts the statement and notes that the 


successful operation was fully planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment with the 


timing and content of the statement with the Afghan authorities (TEE | 
Se (il aan nT Ce RE) 


COMISAF has also made similar points to the Afghan Government 


If asked: Casualties in the operation 


In the operation two people were killed and 12 detained, one of whom is known to 
be an insurgent facilitator 


- of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 


- Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s 
respectively. 


While any loss of life is regrettable, both men were known insurgents taking direct 
part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance with their 
rules of engagement. 


ISAF has noted that the operation captured an insurgent leader confirmed to be an 
IED emplacer and involved the kidnapping and murder of Afghan citizens. He was 
also attempting to support and move the ‘insider threat' shooter who killed the three 
Australian soldiers on 29 august. 


If asked: Why does the Afghan Government deny that it approved the operation? 


e That question should be directed to the Afghan Government. 


Background 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador 
Australian Embassy, Kabul 


Mobile:s 22(1)(a)(ii) 
Personal Assistan S22(0)(2) (m 


From: 52A mailto: SAE pm.gov.au] 


Sent: Sunday, 2 September 2012 11:54 AM 
To: Foley, Pau. S220 
Cc: Merrill, J on; illian; 


Merrifield, Simon; Klugman, Kathy; 
Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister 


lefence.gov.au'; Media; 


rr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Thnks Paul. Can you also send updated talking points at the end of your day. 


Ta 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


From: Foley, Paul [ mailto: Paul. Foley@dfat.gov. au] 


Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2012 05:00 PM 

Cc: Jon Merrill; illian Bird; dfat.gov.au>; 
@defence.gov.au' SZAMA @defence.gov.au>; Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; 

Merrifield, Simon <Simon.Merrifield@dfat.gov.au>; Klugman, Kathy; SDA 

dfat.gov.au>; defence.gov.au <22 defence. gov.au> 


ubject: RE: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Richard 


PF 


Paul Foley 

Ambassador 

Australian Embassy, Kabul 
Mobile: 


Personal Assistant s 22(1)(a)(i) 
From: SEAME S apm. gov. au] 


Sent: Sunday, 1 
To: Foley, Paul; ; 
Cc: Merrill, Jon Bird, Gillian; E PaE S defence.gov.au' Media; 
Merrifield, Simon; Klugman, Kathy 

Subject: Re: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FI ED] 


Paul 


The PM is not doing any media today but she has a press club engagement tomorrow (Monday) 
at lunchtime and has asked to be fully updated in the morning. 


Senior Adviser, International | Office of the Prime Minister 


From: Foley, Paul [mailto: Paul. Foley@dfat. gov. au] 


Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2012 05:23 AM 

To: S 2NA S 22 dfat.gov.au> 

Cc: J on Merrill; Gillian Bird; @adfat. gov.au>; SEAE) 
soa) defence. gov.au defence.gov.au>; Media 


<media@dfat.gov.au>; Merrifield, Simon <Simon.Merrifield@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Karzai Criticism of Australian forces: Points for Minister Carr [SEC=UNCLASSI FIED] 


Below are suggested points for the Minister on this for media. We have worked up with the 
ADF in theatre. 


Paul Foley 
Ambassador Kabul 


President Karzai’s press statement condemning an operation by Australian troops 
Talking Points 


Australian Special Forces undertook a joint operation with Afghan forces in Uruzgan on 
the night of 1 September as part of the ongoing hunt for the suspected killer of three 
Australian soldiers. 

In line with the normal arrangements between Afghanistan and ISAF on special operations 
the operation was approved in advance by Uruzgan's Provincial Governor and Police 
Chief. 

The statement from the Palace is wrong in its claim that the operation was not approved by 
Afghan provincial authorities, or the implication that it was not partnered with Afghan 
forces. 

The Australian Ambassador has underlined our strong disappointment on the statement to 
the Afghan authorities 
ISAF has refuted the statement in very strong terms in its own release - noting the 
operation was fully partnered, planned and executed with Afghan partners. 


If asked: Casualties in the operations 


Confirm that as part of this operation, two people were killed and 12 detained, one of 
whom is known to be an insurgent facilitator 

of the 12 people detained 11 have now been released. 

Two insurgents were killed, believed to be in their early 30s and mid 50s respectively. 
While any loss of life is regrettable, I understand both men were known insurgents. Both 
were taking direct part in hostilities and were engaged by Australian forces in accordance 
with their rules of engagement. 


Background 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 


